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It is around this square that this city was developed since

: its birth. Originally smaller, it has always been a
%"’%», 4 StrélindeLonina merchandise trading area. During the Middle-Ages, this
y P, o, Rovel A square was certainely bordered by wood galeries under
_ = e which were found bungalows, small shops.
X PA P, L)
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This square had been totally reorganised in 1875.

Tabernoles square

A long time ago, Villefranche was
surrounded by ramparts and closed by two
tall fortified doors located on each side of
the current Rue de la République. This

M district called «tabernoles » (wine traders)
. was located outside the fortified town : it
was tied to Renneville unti 1864.
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The public garden

% What a fate for this peacefull
\ x place ! Located outside the
o walls, it was the old town’s

cemetry, and later a market

area for sheeps, before

It welcomes strollers and
pet3 children for fun or relaxing

break .

& s ! The old school

This big building was the town’s old school. Boys and girls had
. a seperated entries. A hospital owned by Sisters, as well as a
boarding school occupied this building.
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The trader’s covered market 5l Rue des Prétres or "Cantou merdous "

It was called this way because of the seed covered
market that was located at the spot of the current
city hall (destroyed in the 70s). It occupies the
place of an old squared plan covered market, right
next to the church, used for pastel trading.

This narrow street was a firewall in the heart of the medieval
bastide. Its situation set back from the main road allowed him
to play an important role for the city : the one of an open-air
sewer ! It is at this very moment that the Occitan

surname « Cantou Merdou » started to be used.

o Nowadays, it si still possible to see many small bridges that
The current covered market was built in 1858 when step over the old alley and unabled people to go from a house
Villefranche's trading knew its golden age thanks to  to another without going out in the street !
the opening of the railway : traders came from all
around Lauragais to sell products necessary in daily
life.

La rue de la République

One of the oldest houses of Villefranche-de-
Lauragais is located in this street, it would date
back to 1634 ! A bit further can be found the
old city hall, and right in front of it, a nice
facade with statues inspired from Aniquity .

The church of Notre-Dame de I'Assomption

This church was built at the end of the Xllith century due to the request of
Jeanne de Toulouse's, the daughter of the famous Count of Toulouse
Raymond VIl and wife of Alphonse de Poitiers, brother of the futur king
Saint Louis.

By continuing, there are some elegant

The impressive tower-bell-wall, surrounded by its two turrets and houses with friezes ornamented facades
pierced by six carillon bays, is noticeable among all ! The building was and terra cotta mouldings, fake pillars, or
largely reshuffled and grew in 1865 to welcome all the believers and even timber framings. A true blending of
erase the stigmas of the Hundred Year War and the Wars of religion. ?Xg?ghlﬁ?gggr:nder the name of eclectism

At the end of the street, major road since the
Middle-Age, enjouy your stop at the

Charles de Gaulle square and observe the Art
Deco buildings of the old Baths Showers,
That now constitutes the local library.

The administrative city

Since 1800, the town becomes subprefecture of Haute-

Before entering, you will notice the Garonne and equips itself with many buildings including a
mermaid sculpted at the top of the police station, a prison and a courthouse. This distinction
door. Unusual, isn’t it ? The fact ended in 1926.
that it is on the entrance doorway
of abchlurch Ilf?adli it with a geep
symbolic : when he goes in the . .
Iedifice, bﬁ, the W?]St, ‘tjhehbeliever The Sainte Germaine Chapel

ves t Deat nd t in
beeahierz]% hi‘re'n. elisidae theree are S In 1854, a cholera epidemic caused the death of 143 000
stained glasses from toulouse’s people in France. The disease touched a vast majority of
house Gesta, as well as a nice Lauragais’ towns, but Villefranche’s inhabitants were
sandrock Trinity relatively spared. This chapel was built in 1860 in tribute
from the XVIth century in the first to Sainte Germaine, saint leader of the weak and the sick

Chape' on the left when entering. to thank her for her protection against the disease.




